
A 

bill 

For the Protection and Relief of Ejected Tenants 
in Ireland. 



[Note. The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted in 
Committee.] 



extensive clearances of the inhabitants from the 
estates of Landed Proprietors in Ireland frequently occur, 
and are now going on, by means of evictions carried into effect under 
the Laws of Ejectment : And whereas numbers of individuals and 
5 families are frequently turned adrift without the means of obtaining 
either food or shelter, and from these causes crimes are multiplied, 
illegal combinations are formed, and the security of life and property 
impaired : And whereas it is therefore oecessary, for the protection of 
life and the repression of outrage, that until measures be devised for 
10 the permanent correction of these evils, means should be adopted 
to control and regulate, in certain cases, the operation of the 
Laws of Ejectment, and to make provision for the sustenance 
of the persons ejected, and to stay the execution of Writs of Eject- ■ 
ment till such provision shall be made ; it tfiertfoce (Enacted, 
J 5 by The QUEEN’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice 
and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the 
same, THAT powers be given to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland for ] 
the purposes aforesaid in manner and form hereinafter provided in ] 
this Act. f 
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Interpretation: 
Lord Lieutenant. 



Writ of Eviction, 
Habere. 



Landlord. 



Singular number. 



Plural number. 



Masculine 

gender. 



( 2 ) 

And be it Enacted, That in the construction of this Act the words 
“Lord Lieutenant” shall be construed to include Lords Justices 
or other chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the time being ; 
that the words “Writ of Ejectment,” or “Habere,” shall extend 
and be applied to any Injunction, Civil Bill Decree, or order of any 5 
kind, or under any name emanating from any Court giving authority 
for the ejecting of any Tenant or Tenants from lands or premises in 
the occupation of such Tenant or Tenants ; and the word “ Landlord” 
shall be construed to mean the person entitled to the possession of 
the Tenant’s land immediately on the termination of such Tenant’s 10 
interest, and shall apply as well to any person or persons, body 
politic, corporate or collegiate, or other body of persons, as to per- 
sons usually or legally designated by such word ; and that where the 
context requires it, every word importing “ the singular number” 
only shall extend and be applied to several persons and things, as well 
as to one person or thing ; and every word importing the “ plural num- 
ber ” shall extend and be applied to one person or thing, as well as 
several persons or things ; and every word importing the “ masculine 
gender ” shall extend and be applied to the feminine gender. 



Sheriff shall forward And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act , 20 

ii°ant Copies ofTlf 8 ' whenever any Habere shall be received by any Sheriff of any county 

Haberes received by (not being a county of a city or a county of a townj, for him to 
him, and shall not v , , . , 

execute any Habere execute, such Shenii shall immediately thereupon transmit, by post, 

afterhe hasffor- 8 ^ 8 t0 the Lord Lieutenant, a copy of such Habere; and such Sheriff 
warded such Copy. s h a p not execute such Habere, or cause it to be executed, until after the 25 
expiration of Ten clear Days from the day on which he shall have 
forwarded such copy, and he shall mark on such copy the date of the 
day when so forwarded ; and after the expiration of the aforesaid Ten 
clear Days, but not sooner, it shall be lawful for such Sheriff to exe- 
cute such Habere, unless otherwise directed by the Lord Lieutenant, 3 ° 
as hereinafter provided. 



4 - 

Lord Lieutenant 
may issue his 
Warrant to any 
Sheriff to stay the 
execution of any 
Habere during nis 
pleasure. 



And be it Enacted, That if the Lord Lieutenant shall see fit, in 
order to carry into effect the provisions of this Act, it shall be lawful 
for such Lord Lieutenant, by his warrant directed to such Sheriff, to 
stay the execution of any Habere during his pleasure ; and such 35 
Sheriff, after receiving such warrant of respite shall not execute such 
Habere, or permit it to be executed, till he shall receive an order, 
signed by the Lord Lieutenant, commanding him to proceed with the 
execution thereof. 



Penalty on Sheriff 
acting contrary to 
this Act, £. 100 for 
each default. 



And be it Enacted, That if any Sheriff shall execute or permit or 40 
cause to be executed any Habere contrary to the provisions of this 
Act, such Sheriff shall forfeit to Her Majesty the sum of One hundred 

Pounds 
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. Pounds for each case in which he shall so make default • and such T , . 

Sheriff shall stand indemnified from all penalties or actions to which ageist Action^ &c'f 
he might be otherwise liable for the non-execution of any Habere or 
any delay of execution thereof which shall arise under or from’the 
provisions of this Act. 



10 



And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any Tenants who may 
consider that they would be rendered destitute by the execution of 
any Habere obtained against them, to memorialize the Lord Lieutenant 
for inquiry and relief nnder this Act ; and it shall be lawful for the 
Lord Lieutenant to cause inquiry to he made, in such manner as he 
shall deem most fitting, into the circumstances of any case so brought 
under his notice, or into any other case which he shall deem proper to 
be so inquired into. r 



6. 

Tenants may me- 
morialize the Lord 
Lieutenant for relief. 



Lord Lieutenant 
shall cause inquiry 
to be made. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Lord Lieute- 
15 nant, if he shall think the circumstances of the case to be such as to 
warrant him in so doing, to demand from the Landlord at whose suit 
the ejectment shall have been brought, that such Landlord shall male 
a fair settlement with the Tenants proposed to be ejected, by arbitra- 
tion or otherwise, for any just claims such Tenants may be enabled to 
20 establish in consideration of unremuneraled improvements, or in con- 
sideration of the value of their right of occupation, known by the 
custom of the country in many parts of Ireland under the name of 
“Tenant right,” or to require an engagement from such Landlord for 
the new location of the Tenants and their families on some other part 
25 o the estate of such Landlord ; and it shall be lawful for the said 
ord Lieutenant (and he is hereby enjoined) not to give authority for 
the execution of any Habere in any case of the nature aforesaid until he 
shall have first ascertained that a fair settlement had been made or 
agreed to of all just claims on the part of the Tenants, or that the 
3 said Tenants had been otherwise provided for by such Landlord. 



Lord Lieutenant 
may require Land- 
lord in certain cases 
to make fair settle- 
ment, by arbitration 
or otherwise, for all 
just claims of the 
Tenants. 

Compensation for 
Improvements, 



and for value of 
Tenant-right where 
custom exists. 



Not to give authority 
for the execution of 
any Habere till 
settlement had been 
made, or a new 
location provided by 
Landlord for the 
ejected Tenants. 



And be it Enacted, That in cases wherein the Lord Lieutenant shall 
not deem it right to require that allowances shall be paid by the 
Land ord to the Tenants ejected, or proposed to be ejected, or wherein 
« shall appear that such Tenants could not establish any just claims 
35 or compensation, or wherein it may appear that the amount to be 
receive from any Landlord may not be adequate to make sufficient 
provision against the destitution of such Tenants, or to provide for 
air removal, and that such Tenants, when evicted, would be in a 
state of destitution, it shall be lawful for the said Lord Lieutenant to 
40 quirethatthe Board of Guardians of the Union wherein the lands are 
be Uate from which the Tenants shall be evicted, or under notice to 
e evicted, to make such provision for the evicted persons, either 
Palely or conjointly with the Landlord, as the said Lord Lieutenant 
A 2 shall 



8 . 

In cases wherein the 
Landlord cannot be 
justly required to 
make provision, or 
the Tenants cannot 
establish a just claim 
against him. 

Lord Lieutenant 
may require Board 
of Guardians to make 
provision in the 
Workhouse or 
otherwise, for 
Destitute Tenants. 



jPrinted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 4 > 



Proviso that the 
Rate imposed in any 
one year for such 
purposes shall not 
exceed One Shilling 
in the Pound on the 
net annual value ; 
and also, that such 
Rates be defrayed 
out of the Assess- 
ment of the General 
Onion. 



Q. 

If Board of 
Guardians refuse 
or neglect, the Lord 
Lieutenant may, by 
his own authority, 
order a Rate to be 
levied. 



10 . 

Act to extend only 
to Ireland. 



11 . 

Act may be 
amended or repealed 
this Session. 



shall deem requisite, either in the workhouse or otherwise as he may- 
direct, or by a rate for emigration, if such be required at the wish and 
desire of the persons evicted : Provided always, That the rates imposed 
for such purpose or purposes as aforesaid, under the direction of the 
Lord Lieutenant, shall not exceed in any One Year One Shilling in 5 
the Pound on the net annual value of the rateable property of such 
Union ; and also provided, that the rates to be imposed for any such 
purpose or purposes as aforesaid, shall be defrayed out of the assess- 
ment of the general Union. 

And be it Enacted, That if any Board of Guardians of any Union 10 
shall refuse or omit to make provision such as shall be required by 
the Lord Lieutenant under the powers hereinbefore given for the relief 
of destitute evicted Tenants, liable to be relieved in such Union, it 
shall be lawful for the said Lord Lieutenant, by his warrant, to direct 
such person or officer as he shall appoint, to make such rate or rates 15 
as may be necessary (but subject to the limitation hereinbefore provided 
as to the amount thereof), and cause the same to be levied on the rate- 
payers of such Union, in like manner and by such provisions as the 
rates for the relief of the poor imposed by the authority of the Board 
of Guardians are now levied, or shall be hereafter levied by any Acts 20 
in force for that purpose. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act shall only extend to that portion 
of^the United Kingdom called Ireland. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by 
any Act to be passed in the present Session of Parliament. 
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